Independent Reading Guidelines

The following are more specific requirements for your independent reading tasks.

1. Responses (each is worth 20 pts for a total of 100%)

Divide your book into 5 equal sections.  Once you complete reading the section, please write a response in the following format:

a. summary of the section (5 pts.)

b. response to three questions ( next page ) (5 pts. Each) Each question should be a separate, well-written paragraph. 

Response #1  page _______ to _________

Response #2  page _______ to _________

Response #3  page _______ to _________

Response #4  page _______ to _________

Response #5  page _______ to _________

Rubric for each paragraph: Summaries 
2 pts spelling, grammar, punctuation







3 pts thoroughness of summary





  Questions
2 pts spelling, grammar, punctuation

3 pts thoroughness of answer (use of    examples, explanation, etc.)

2. Conference  (separate quiz grade)

Be prepared to discuss your novel.  You will be expected to summarize your book, including characters, conflict, and resolution.  You must be able to answer questions involving the importance of setting, the qualities the characters display, theme, point of view, and many other literary terms. Conferences will begin soon – you don’t need to finish your book to have a conference. Questions will be posted ahead of time so you can prepare, if you choose to do so. 

Late papers lose five points A DAY. Papers are due at the beginning of class – not later that day. Papers not turned in at the beginning of class lose five points, even if turned in later that day.
Independent Reading – 1st Quarter

Literary Response questions
* EACH of the following questions should be answered in about 100-125 words (400+ words per response). You can number each response, and then number each of your answers, 1-4. MUST BE TYPED!! Make sure to include the title, author and pages covered at the top of each response.
Response # 1 (pgs _______ to __________)
1. Write a brief 100-125 word summary of the events for this section in the book, then respond to   the following questions in paragraphs of at least 100 words EACH.
2. Where does the story take place? Describe the setting and include a SPECIFIC reference from the novel (include page numbers)? Why has the author chosen this time and place for the novel to take place? 
3. What things have the author brought up that might be a recurring issue in the story? 

4. What do you think will happen next? What do you think might happen at the end of the story?

Response # 2 (pgs _______ to ________)

1. Write a brief 100-125 word summary of the events for this section in the book, then respond to the following questions in paragraphs of at least 100 words EACH.
2. Who are the main characters? Who are the minor characters? Include personality and physical descriptions for each of the characters (at least three characters).

3. Do you like or dislike the characters (refer to at least two)? Why or why not? Use specific examples and EXPLAIN yourself.

4. What is the main problem in the story (man v. ?)?  EXPLAIN. How do you think it will be solved? Why do you think this? 

Response # 3 (pgs _______ to ________)

1. Write a brief 100-125 word summary of the events for this section in the book, then respond to the following questions in paragraphs of at least 100 words EACH.
2. When does this story take place – long ago, in the future, or in the present? How do you know this (give at least two specific examples and page numbers)? 
3. How does the setting impact what happens in the story? Why is it important?
4. If you could be any character in this story, who would you be? Explain why.

Response # 4 (pgs _______ to ________)

1. Write a brief 100-125 word summary of the events for this section in the book, then respond to the following questions in paragraphs of at least 100 words EACH.
2. What do you think the author’s message will be? Why do you think that? BE SPECIFIC.

3. What did the author have to know in order to write this story? (think topics, not writing skills) For example, what kind of research might he/she have done?

4. If you wanted to suggest this story to a friend, what would you say it is mostly about?

Response # 5 (pgs _______ to ________)

1. Write a brief 100-125 word summary of the events for this section in the book, then respond to the following questions in paragraphs of at least 100 words EACH.
2. Explain the ten main events that have happened in the story (at least ten sentences).

3. How would the story be different if it had been set in a different time? EXPLAIN in detail.

4. Suppose you had a chance to meet one of the characters. Who would it be and what would you say to him or her? Why?
Grading for each question: 10 points each - 4 pts spelling, grammar, punctuation, 6 pts thoroughness of response
